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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office action is responsive to amendment filed on 10/13/05. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
et al. (Patent No. US 6,476,799) in view of Kahn et al. (Patent No. US 6,404,416). 

Regarding claims 1 and 18, referring to Figs. 1-4, Lee teaches a touch sensing system for 
identifying at least one active touch stimulating device (100), an apparatus for powering the 
active touch stimulating device (100) comprising: 

a touch sensing area (10) in which said at least one active touch stimulating device (100) 
operates; 

a transducer (20) disposed operatively associated with said touch sensing area (10) for 
transmitting a power signal to said at least one active touch stimulating devices (100); 

each of said active touch stimulating devices (100) including means for receiving said 
power signal and converting said power signal to electrical operating power for said active touch 
stimulating device (100); 

said transducer (20) includes a first antenna (i.e., surrounding coils) extending about the 
perimeter of said touch sensing area (10) and further including means for connecting said power 
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signal to said first antenna to generate an EM power field across said touch sensing area (col. 3, 

lines 29-67, col. 4, lines 1-9, and col. 6, lines 9-45). 

Lee differs fi*om claims 1 and 18 in that he does not specifically teaches the touch 

stimulating device includes touch signaling means incorporating spread spectrum signals. 

Kahn teaches a touch stimulating device includes touch signaling means incorporating 

spread spectrum signals (col. 9, Unes 1-7, col. 10, Unes 23-28, col. 19, lines 32-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to incorporate the spread spectrum signals as taught by Kahn in the system 

of Lee in order to decrease the interference to other, achieve the privacy and reduce noise- 
Regarding claim 2, Lee further teaches at least one touch stimulating device (100) 

includes a second antenna (110) adapted to receive power from said EM field within said touch 

sensing area (10) (col. 6, lines 9-45). 

Regarding claim 3, Lee further teaches second antenna (1 10) is a resonant antenna tuned 

to the fi*equency of said EM field (col. 6, lines 9-45). 

Regarding claim 5, Lee further teaches the resonant antenna (110) includes an inductor 

coil (L2) and a capacitor (CI) connected to be tuned to the fi*equency of said EM field (col. 6, 

lines 9-45). 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being xmpatentable over Lee et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,476,799) in view of Kahn et al. (Patent No. US 6,404,416) and further in view of 
Katsurahira et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,682,019). 
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Regarding claim 4, the combination of Lee and Kahn differs from claim 4 in that it does 
not specifically teach rectifying means connected to the output of said resonant antenna to 
generate operating power for said active touch stimulating device. 

However, referring to Figs. 1 and 4, Katsurahira teaches rectifying means (19) connected 
to the output of said resonant antenna (11, 12) to generate operating power for said active touch 
stimulating device (col 2, lines 33-35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the rectifying means connected to the output of said resonant 
antenna to generate operating power for said active touch stimulating device as taught by 
Katsurahira in the system of the combination of Lee and Kahn in order to provide the DC power 
for operating the touch input device. 

5. Claims 13, 16, 17, 19 and 21 are allowed. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 and 18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick N. Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Nguyen 
1/5/06 
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